
 
 
 
 

 
 

Base Vocabulary: Nursery 
Nursery Autumn 1 

Can you sing your 
favourite nursery rhyme? 

Autumn 2 
What makes a good 
friend? 

Spring 1 
What colours can I see 
around me? 

Spring 2 
Which pet will I choose? 

Summer 1 
What is your favourite 
food? 

Summer 2 
Can you tell me a story? 

Key Texts: Each Peach, Pear 
Plum, Dear Mother 

Goose,  
Nursery Rhymes 

Come On Daisy! Jane 
Simmons, Goldilocks and 
the Threee Bears, I want 

to be, Tony Ross 
 

Brown Bear, Brown 
Bear, What do you see?   
Bill Martin, Elmer, David 

McKee, Pot of Gold 
  

Dear Zoo,   
Rod Campbell, That’s 
not my Puppy, Rover 

Michael Rosen 
 

Rosie’s Walk,  
Pat Hutchings, Handa’s 

Surprise, The 
Gingerbread Man  

 

The Gruffalo, Julia 
Donaldson, Once Upon a 

Time, The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff 

Key Tier 2 
vocab 

Me 
Name 
Us 
Walk 
Run 
Jump 
Hop 
Skip 
Listen/ talk/ sing  
What 
Where 
Toilet  

Go 
Help  
Us  
Me/ you 
Grow  
Pull  
Went 
Letter 
Word  
Follow 
Why   
Toilet  

What 
Where 
Why  
Go/come 
To   
Went 
Say/ said 
Brother/sister 
Little/ small 
Big 
Now/ after 
Make  

What 
Where 
Why 
Go/come 
To 
Went 
Say/said 
Me/ you  
Give  
like 
Make 
 

 What 
Where 
Why 
Go/come 
Did 
Went 
Today/tomorrow 
After  
Under  
Draw  
Paint  
Who  

What 
Where  
Why 
Yesterday  
Today/ tomorrow 
Before/ after 
We 
They  
Went  
Go  
Tell 
Story  

Tier 3 vocab Share 
Rhyme/Song 
Music 
Same  
Like 
Fall/fell 
Draw/paint 
Toys  
Book  

Friend 
Good  
Rules 
Share 
Same/different 
Enormous 
Vegetable-turnip 
Young/ old 
Book  
 

House 
Character 
Colour 
Animal  
Pig 
Built 
Rainbow 
Colours-red, yellow, blue, 
orange, green, brown, 
black, white 
Book 
Pages  
 

Big 
Dream 
Catch  
Pet-dog, cat, fish, rabbit 
Care  
Big/small 
Young/old 
Tall/short 
Job/ work 
Help  
Money  
Turn  

Food  
Fruit 
Vegetable 
Grow  
Pot 
Porridge 
Duck 
Magic  
 
 

Bear 
Hunt 
Outing 
Boat 
River 
Train 
Ride 
Beginning  
End  
Finished  



 
 
 
 

 
 

Base Vocabulary: Reception 
Reception Autumn 1 What makes me 

great? 
Autumn 2  
When do we celebrate? 

Spring 1 
Where do I live? 

Spring 2 
What job do I want to 
have? 

Summer 1 
How do things grow? 

Summer 2 

How do we get there? 

Key Texts: Peace At Last! 
My Brother 
Funnybones 

Little Red Hen 
The Enormous Turnip 
Dear Santa 

The 3 Little Pigs 
Hansel & Gretel 
Burglar Bill 

Think Big! Believe & you 
can Achieve 
How to Catch A Star 
Explanation-job role 

Farmer Duck 
The Magic Porridge Pot 
Oliver’s Vegetables 

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt! 
Mr Gumpy’s Outing 
The Train Ride 

Key Tier 2 
vocab 

Me 
Name 
Good, great 
Special  
Our  
Special  
Peace 
Special  
Family  
Feeling 
Grow  
Hand  
Play  

Say 
Think  
Every  
Together  
Take  
Make/ made  
Part  
Must  
End  
Give 
Thanks  

Place 
Live 
Building  
Where  
Turn  
Under 
Through  
House  
Line  
Follow  
Land  
Here  
Day 

Work  
Help  
Kind  
Want  
Need 
Date  
Well  
Try  
Person/ people  
New  
Month  

Year  
Big  
Change  
Large  
Get  
Why  
Such  
Very  
Round  
Little/small  

Came  
Going  
Went  
Before  
After  
Off  
Air  
World 
Just  
Push  
Pull  
Go  

Tier 3 vocab Body 
Bones (skeleton) 
Harvest 
Rules 
Change 
Now, past, future 
Younger  
Line, draw, shapes, picture 
Keyboard, type 
 

Celebrate  
Pray 
Time  
Church  
Harvest 
Christmas 
Diwali  
 

Community  
Building  
House, flat, shop 
Map  
Forwards, backwards-
direction/instruction  
Music  
Shape 
Cut, scissors, glue  
 

Ambition  
Job  
Older  
Teacher, doctor, 
policemen, fireman, shop 
worker, hair dresser 
Money  
Courage  
 

Farm 
Animals-farmyard names 
Field  
Crops  
Farmer  
Plants  
Food  
Seed  
Thick, thin  
Pot 
 

Travel 
Train, track 
Bicycle/ bike 
Aeroplane  
Boat 
Car  
Vehicle  
Lorry  
Journey  
Ride  
Outing  
Float  


